September 2014
Dear Fellow Believers and Friends,
W hile we spent all of July in South Dakota, during August we labored with churches in South Dakota,
Nebraska, and North Dakota. W e enjoyed traveling and laboring for the Lord in each of these places.
The Lord protected us while going to each location and kept the truck and trailer in good shape as well.
The children saw their summer vacation come to a close as school started back at the end of August. We
also celebrated two birthdays–W esley Peter had his 11 th birthday on August 30 th and Nowelle became a
teenager. She turned 13 on September 1 st.
W e began the month by dropping in at River City Baptist Church in Pierre, SD. Pastor Bret Groves
had just begun his pastorate at the church a few weeks before we came to town. Bro. Groves was hesitant
about having us come because he felt the church could not give us a good offering, but a couple in the
church, Bro. and Mrs. Larry Lantz, who also support us, wanted to have us for a meal, so we made our
way to Pierre. W e enjoyed good Sunday School and Sunday morning messages from Bro. Groves.
Sunday afternoon we ate with the Lantzes and, while eating, Bro. Groves sent me a message asking me
to preach that night. It was a pleasure to do so, and we enjoyed a good service. Along with the church
offering, the Lantzes and another lady gave us offerings. The Lord used His people to bless us greatly
while in Pierre. The Lord is reestablishing His church in Pierre through Bro. and Mrs. Groves. W e are
excited about what the Lord will do in the next few years, and look forward to being able to labor there,
as the Lord leads.
Upon leaving Pierre, we headed to Ralston, Nebraska. Pastor Mark Shumaker was gracious to allow
us to come and labor at the church when we needed to fill some open dates in August. As it turned out,
the Lord had us in the right place at the right time. Bro. Shumaker’s father-in-law was experiencing some
physical problems, and the family needed to go and be with him. I was able to preach for Bro. Shumaker
on two Sundays and a W ednesday. W e enjoyed our time with the people of Faith Baptist Church, and
were glad that we could help in a time of need. W e appreciate the support of Faith Baptist Church and
Bro. Shumaker, and look forward to laboring there again, as the Lord leads.
From metropolitan Omaha, we headed to the less populated area of south central Nebraska. Pastor
Jason Dowell had labored for several years in a ministry similar to ours. Some time ago, the Lord began
dealing with him about starting a church in Stamford, the town where he and his family live. The Lord
has blessed Freedom Baptist Church with a good start. They are refurbishing a building in town. It was
a great pleasure to teach Sunday School and preach both services on Sunday and the W ednesday night
service, as well. Bro. Dowell had previously led some people in town to the Lord, and they are now part
of the church. Some other families are now able to go to church closer to home. One family in particular
had to travel almost an hour to a good church. It was a great blessing to see what the Lord is doing in
Stamford, NE. W e are looking forward to being there again next year.
W e closed the month at Pleasant Valley Baptist Church in Dickinson, ND. It had been three years
since we labored with Pastor Travis Baker and his family, so we were excited about returning to North
Dakota. The church has purchased some property and is planning to build as soon as possible. We
enjoyed good fellowship with the Bakers and good services on Sunday. W e look forward to returning in
the future, as the Lord leads.
Tamatha received permission from her doctor to fly out to be with us for the last few days of August
and the first few days of September to celebrate W esley Peter’s and Nowelle’s birthdays. This coincided

with out time in North Dakota. She flew in to Aberdeen, SD, and we picked her up on our way northward
from Nebraska. W e appreciate all those who gave to help her buy the airplane ticket. W e are also
thankful for Tammy Ohler. She drove from Hoven, SD, to Aberdeen to pick her up. I did not tell the
children that she was coming in, so you can imagine the surprise when they saw her in the building at
Glory Bound Baptist Church in Hoven. W e thoroughly enjoyed spending the week with her. After
returning to Greenville, the doctor cleared her to travel for the remainder of the year, and we are looking
to be permanently reunited at the end of September.
On a sad note, since our last prayer letter, two deaths hit close to home. My aunt, Lynn Pigate, died
at the age of 61. She had suffered bad health off and on down through the years, but her death was
unexpected when we received the news. Also, Larry Stafford, pastor of Gospel Baptist Church, our home
church, died at the age of 61. He had been diagnosed with melanoma four years ago, but seemed to be
doing all right. In July, he started experiencing some symptoms that turned out to be complications of
melanoma. His prognosis was grim, and he survived two months. W e grieve at our loss, but rejoice at
their gain, and glory in the hope of being reunited with them and Christ when the trumpet sounds.
Praises
1. Thank you to our regular supporters, both the churches and individuals. W e also appreciate the
Lord’s provision through the churches where we labored, Jeffrey Jacques, and Richard and Shirley
Hughes. Bro. and Sis. Hughes also sent a gift specifically for the children. They were very excited to
receive that gift; 2. Tamatha being able to join us for a week and the clearance to rejoin us at the end of
September; 3. Safety in traveling; 4. The privilege of preaching in South Dakota, Nebraska, and North
Dakota.
Prayer Needs
1. Power in preaching; 2. Protection in traveling; 3. Provision of needs–fuel is a great expense.
Pray as we travel to Utah and Arizona in October, and then back east the second week of November.
Preaching the Gospel,

Paul, Tamatha, William, Nowelle, Wesley Peter, and Silas

